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Abstract:
This research paper explores the historical development of the Urdu short

story in Pakistan. The evolution of Urdu fiction is closely tied to the country's
socio-political and cultural circumstances. After the creation of Pakistan,
themes such as migration, communal violence, identity, and resettlement
initially dominated the narrative. The 1965 war and the Fall of East Pakistan
gave Urdu fiction a new direction, reflecting national tragedies and a sense
of psychological defeat.

Later, the martial law of 1977 and the execution of Zulfigar Ali Bhutto
fostered symbolic and resistance literature, where themes of oppression, fear,
and political uncertainty were expressed through fiction. Ethnic conflicts in
Karachi and Sindh, enforced disappearances in Baluchistan, and nuclear
explosions further influenced Urdu fiction. General Musharraf’s 1999
martial law and the 2005 earthquake gave rise to stories about human tragedy
and state responses.

After 9/11, stories centered on terrorism, war, and identity crisis began to
appear, while the COVID-19 pandemic brought existential fear and isolation
into the literary narrative. Thus, Urdu fiction in Pakistan has not only
remained a creative literary form but has also become a documentary
narrative that reflects and critiques the nation's history.
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