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Abstract: In Islam, the status of women has always been of
great importance. Women, as mothers, sisters, daughters, and
wives, deserve respect and are a source of honor. Islam has
granted equal rights to both women and men. Many books have
been written on the role of women in Islam. Anne-Marie
Shimmel's book"My Soul is a Woman" is also a part of this
series. In this book, an effort is made to find answers to
important questions about the role of women in Islam. The book
also explains the reality of the propaganda against Islam in the
name of women's rights. The book consists of 12 chapters.
Throughout the chapters, the role of women is discussed. The
first 8 chapters analyze the role of women from an Islamic
perspective. The remaining four chapters focus on mythological
figures and the role of women in the Indian subcontinent. From
reading this book, one can understand that Anne-Marie
Shimmel's scholarly and literary journey is truly remarkable.
Whatever topic she addresses, she makes an effort to reach its
true essence.
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"My intention with this book is not to suddenly join the stream
of feminist criticism, but rather to explore a new approach one
that, I hope, will lead to a better under standing of the woman’s

role in Islamic mysticisrn."(l)
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"As soon as, | started this project, I realized how very much

has yet to be done."?®
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"Dedicated to the memory of Samiha Ayverdi with gratitude." ®
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"I had the personal good fortune of becoming acquainted with
saintly and mystical women leaders in the Islamic world in the
course of visiting the graves of such, often legendary women
in Turkey, India and Pakistan. To one of them, the Turkish
mystical writer Samiha Ayerdi (1906-1993). This book is
dedicated in gratitude; I am idebted to her for many invaluable
insights." @
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"It is impossible to overestimate the role the Prophet’s first
wife, Khadija, played in defining the woman’s place in Islam.
She was also the one who consoled and supported him after his
first visions and auditions and who convinced him that the
revelations he experienced in the cave at Mount Hira during
the meditations were not of demonic but rather of divine origin
Khadija rightfully bears the honorary titles Mother of Belivers
and the Best of women’s Khair un-nisa (the latter still a

. )
favourite name for women."
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"The world is full of women yet where is there a women the

best of women."®
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"God had made dear to me from your world women and

fragrance and the joy of my eyes is prayer. "
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For a whole week the saintly Rabt’a had taken no food.
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During that week she never sat down but prayed and fasted
continuously.

When hunger had weakened her legs and utterly exhausted all
her limbs and members,

A woman who lived near her happened to bring her a bowl of
food.

Rabt’a, in pain and suffering as she was, went to fetch a lamp.
When she returned it chanced that a cat had knocked the bowl
upon the ground.

Again she departed to fetch a pitcher and break her fast with
water.

The pitcher fell from her hand: she was still thirsty and the
pitcher was broken.

That disconsolate one heaved such a sigh that it was as though
the whole world had been consumed with fire.

In utter bewilderment she cried: "O God, what wilt Thou of
this poor helpless creature?

Thou hast cast me into confusion-how long wilt Thou cause
me to welter in my blood?"

There came a Voice saying: "If thou so wish I will this very
moment bestow upon thee all that lies between the Moon and
the Fish.

But I shall remove from thy heart the grief that thou hast borne

for so many years for My sake. Consider this well.
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For not in a hundred years will suffering for Me and this
deceitful world meet together in a single heart.

If thou wouldst always suffer for Me thou must forsake the
world forever.

Hast thou the one thou canst not hope for the other, for

suffering for God is not to be had without paying for it.®
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"Love is likean ocean upon which the heaven’s are mere foam

aroused, like Zulaikha in her love for Yusuf." ©
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"Every culture prefers boys to girls." o
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"I believe a careful study of the image of women in islamic

literature can help us better appreciate these ideals." av
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"Be good to your parents, for only them will your children be

good to you." a2
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"Who, waiting at home, will pray for me will worry when
letters tarry? Into your grave, I'll put this question. Who'll

remember me in her nighly prayer." a3)
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"She is a ray of God, she is not that (earthly) beloved.

She is creative, you might say she is not created."®
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