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Abstract: Dr Syed Abdullah was an eminent teacher and researcher
of Oriental Studies. He spent most of his life struggling to promote
and elevate the status of the Urdu language through various
widespread academic activities. Due to his efforts, the University
Oriental College became the axis of such efforts, while he was the
principal. Syed Abdullah made another effort to secure the status of
Oriental studies by calling a consultatory meeting when the military
had taken over the government in October 1958.

This meeting was called under the title of Majlis-e-
Mushawarat ‘Uloom-e-Mashraqi on Jan. 03, 1959. More than forty
prominent academicians and learned personalities attended the
meeting, discussed the agenda in detail, and concluded the debate
with the approval of some necessary measures. Relevant sources
are silent about this meeting and its proceedings. Fortunately, the
detailed proceedings of the above-said initiative are safe in the
Oriental College Library archives. This article uncovers and sheds
light on this effort which was still undiscovered.

Keywords: Syed Abdullah, University Oriental College, Majlis-e-
Mushawarat ‘Uloom-e-Mashraqi, Oriental Studies, Urdu Language
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December 30, 1958

Dinga Singh Buildings
The Mall, Lahore

Dear Syed Abdullah,

Many thanks for your letter of invitation dated
26" December, 1958, for attending the meeting on the
3rd of January 1959, in connection with the Oriental
Studies, | would love to participate but | apprehend that
| may be out of Lahore on the 3rd of January, 1959. If
my plans for going out do not materialise, then 1 shall
certainly attend.

2. Lest | may be out of Lahore | would like to
assure you of my fullest cooperation and support in the
plans which you may formulate. My views are as
follows which may kindly be considered:

(@) Pakistan is an Ideological State and it is
essential that oriental studies, which can be a vehicle
for furthering and fortifying the ideological basis of the
State, should not only be encouraged but intensively
supported by all including Government. At present
enough attention is not being paid to the study of
Arabic and Persian and Islamic Studies generally in our
ordinary colleges. Oriental College is rendering
valuable service but this is not enough for meeting the
needs of the country today.

(b) Adequate steps must be taken for
encouraging and financing research work in Islamic
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Studies. Liberal scholarships for this purpose should be
granted. It is a shame to see that Germany should have
produced men like Von Kramer and England persons
like Professor Brown and others, but Pakistan should
not be occupying the centre of the stage of oriental
research.

(c) Teachers who are engaged in teaching Arabic
and Persian in an Oriental College or else-where should
be relieved of a good deal of their ordinary teaching
work and asked to concentrate on research.

(d) I feel that the boys and girls which our
schools and colleges are turning out sadly lack even
ordinary equipment in the matter of Islamic Studies and
oriental languages. In my own opinion the curriculum
in schools and colleges should be so framed as to give a
proper grounding to boy by the school-leaving age in
the reading of the Quran, life of the Prophet and
Caliphs, and the salient features of Islamic History and
the basic principles of Islam. This must be made
compulsory and any boy failing in this should not be
admitted to a school certificate or a degree. At present
the boys take such subjects merely as useless adjuncts
or a matter of Joke.

(e) A Journal of Oriental Studies, quarterly or
six-monthly should be started.

(f) Those learned in Islamic and Oriental Studies
in foreign lands should be invited to give series of
lectures at suitable centres in Pakistan. Similarly
competent men from our country can go out. It is
inevitable that some kind of reciprocal basis will
eventually be established.

(g) Good Oriental Libraries should be established
where none exist at present. In the matter of libraries,
we are extremely poor. | remember that at Cambridge
University where | had the privilege of receiving
education at one stage, | found that even ordinary tutors
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had private libraries which will compare favourably
with the library of an ordinary college in Pakistan.

(h) That Liberal Scholarships should be given to
intelligent and able persons for studying abroad. This
may mean establishing contacts with Al-Azhar
University and other centres of learning in Germany,
England, France, U.S.A. etc.

(i) The standard of pay admissible to Professors
and teachers in Oriental College and Professors and
lecturers in Arabic and Persian in other colleges should
be raised to parity with the salaries admissible to
Professors and teachers in English, History etc. I am
making this suggestion on the assumption that there is
at present disparity. If I am wrong in this assumption,
then this suggestion may be dis-regarded.

(j) An Oriental Research Institute may kindly be
set up which will bring together college Professors and
Teachers interested in this subject and others who are
outside the walls of the colleges. In fact, the research
centre may be attached to the Institute. It should be an
autonomous body neither ruled by the Department of
Education nor by the University. It should, however, be
given liberal financial aid by Government, the
University and other donors.

With best regards,
Yours sincerely,
Abdur Rahim ©
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PLEA TO MAKE URDU NATIONAL LANGUAGE
Orientalist Convention in Lahore
(By a Staff Reporter) The Convenor of the meeting,

Dr. S. M. Abdullah, Principal, Oriental College,
Lahore, after his address, moved the resolution which



142

was approved unanimously. The meeting authorised
him to form a representative committee of the
Orientalists to seek an interview with the President to
apprise him of the demands. He was further authorised
to set up another committee to frame a scheme for the
adjustment of languages in the curriculum at the
various stages of education with a view to submitting a
considered scheme to the education commission,
expected to meet shortly.

The 12-point resolution demanded immediate
replacement of English by Urdu as the national
language. It was also stated that the new status of Urdu
proposed by the meeting should be announced without
any further delay and it should be made the official
language. The resolution stressing the importance of
Arabic and Persian languages in the country's culture,
proposed that the learning of these languages should be
incorporated in the curriculum in a way that every
citizen during his academic career should acquire at
least elementary knowledge of them.

A proposal, included in the resolution, stated that the
teaching of various regional languages, Urdu and
Oriental studies, should be organised through
educational and research institutions, based on lines
similar to those of Bhandarkar Institute, Shanti Niketan
and London School of Oriental and African Studies. It
was pointed out that this proposal if accepted will
greatly help in strengthening Pakistan's relation with
other Eastern countries. (The Pakistan Times, Sunday,
January 4, 1959)
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REPALCEMENT OF English by URDU URGED

The teachers of Oriental languages who met under
the presidentship of Allama Alaudin Siddiqui in the
Oriental College Lahore yesterday, called upon the
Government that the English be replaced by Urdu as a
national and official language of Pakistan.

The meeting demanded that Persian, Arabic and
Islamic studies should be made compulsory. The
meeting emphasised the need for establishing Quaid-i-
Azam Darul Ulum and Igbal chairs at the various
Universities and for developing a national outlook.

The meeting authorised the Principal of the Oriental
College Dr. S. M. Abdullah to form a committee which
will meet the President Gen. Muhammad Ayyub Khan
in this connection.

EDUCATION PLAN

Dr. Abdullah was also authorised to form a
committee to prepare a scheme of education to be
forwarded to the Education Commission.

Another committee was formed to consider the
possibilities of holding a convention of educationists by
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the end of March to organise expert opinion with regard
to questions connected with the Oriental and Islamic
education. (Civil Military Gazette, Sunday, January 4,
1959)
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